After the Bay of Pigs is when the greal heroic deeds of Rip really began. | was
on one of his teams, but he controlled many teams and many operations. . . . Cur
team made more than seven big war missions. Some of them were huge: the attacks
on the Texaco refinery, the Russian ships in Oriente Province. a big lumberyard, the
Patrice Lumumba sulfuric acid plant at Santa Lucia, and the diesel plant at Casilda.
But they never let us fight as much as we wanted to, and most of the operations were
infiltrations and weapons drops.

We would go on missions to Cuba almost every week. When we didnt go. Rip
would feel sick and get very mad. He was always blowing off his steam. but then he
would call us his boys, and he would hug us and hit us in the stemach. He was
always trying to crank us up for the missions. Once he told me, "Il give you $50 if
you bring me back an ear.” [ brought him two, and he laughed and said, "You're
crazy,” but he paid me $100, and he took us to his home for a turkey dinner. Rip was
a patriot. an American patriot. Really, | think he was a fanatic. He'd fight anything
that came against democracy. . . . At the end of December, 1961, [commando
FRamon] Orozco went on a ten-day operation with a seven-man team. The
commandos blew up a railroad bridge and watched azain run off the ruptured tracks,

then they bumed down a sugar warehouse.



	Rip1

