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.- This report covers inguiries which were mede W e
s o /- at the Texas School Book Depository, 41l n.a:@M )?
Cn et el Bkreet, Dallas, Texas. All employees who
{ e work in this building and who were presant
at work on November 22, 1653, have been inter-
viewed as set forth below, arnd written state-
ments taken from thoss ‘HhO were able to furnish
pertinent information concerning the assassination.

. DETATLS OF INVESTICATION

. The Texas School Book Pepository is o privately-owned firm engage

housing and shipping of textbooks for various *mblis‘wls. The book

' %o schools in Texas and surrounding states. The firm,presently cccupies a
"

' building at 411 Elm Street, Dallas, Texas, and has oceup icd the building since

Texas, The presently occupied building is leased from M. D. Harold Bjrd, 5J09
Vassar, Dallas, Texae. y Who has owned the 'bm.lf'f*ng for many years.

The officers of this com: y ars Me. Jeek C. Cason, Precident, 4015 Dn.ia Lane,
© Texes; and Mr. Roy 8. Truly /D:ch.ctor -ﬁ S¢:ex'inuehdent of OQeratioa.a y 4g32
Jade Street, Dallas, Texas.
and publications are handled by the Texas School Bock Depository. These pub-
Company, Room 203; Allyn and Bacon, Room 301; The MacMillan Company, Room 302;
The Americen Book Coupany, Room 303; MeGraw-Hill Bock Company, and'their sub-

z‘.ivision, Gregg Publishing Company, Roonm 305; and Scott-Foresman Ceompany, Rocm
0l. P opees e

d in the ware~
s arc saipped

January 1962. Prior to that time, the firn wac Jcated t 501 Elm Street, Dallas,
Dallas, Texas; Mr. 0., V. C oell, Vice President, 7120 Twin Tree Lsne, Dallas, -

This firm alco furnishes office space for sseven publishiang companles, whose books ;

dishers are as follows: Lyons snd Carnshan, Room 201; South Western Publishing ~
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The normal working hours for the cmployees of the Texas School Bock De-

‘pository are from 8:00 A M., to 4:45 P.M. with a 4S-minute lunch period,
 The employees of the publishing companies have varying work schedules,

but all of them are normally out of the building by 5:00 P.M.

Mr., Bddie Piper, ege 55, 3402 Munger Avenue, Dallas, telephone TA 5-2190,
i3 employed by the Texas School Bock Depesitory as handymen and jenitor.

" His normal working hours are from 10;00 A.M. to 6:60 P.M., and he usually

works until 7:00 or 8:00 P.M.. Among his duties are to clean the offices
and toilets of the Depository after all the employees heve left for the
day. He also ¢thecks to see that all the lightse aré out and doors locked

. before he leaves, During the evening hours, and usually efter Piper

lezves the building, two employecs of the Acme Building and Maintenznce
Company, 1901 Laws Street, Dellss, come to the Depository Building, and -
they clean the offices of the publishing companies and the toilets on the .
second, third, and fourth floors. These pecple usually leave the bullding ..

.. eround midnight. They are furnished with keys to the building and are re- .

quired to lock the entrance when they leave., The building then remains ua-

“ occupied for the rest of the night.

The Smith Detective Agency and Nightwatch Scrvice, 610 N. Akard Street,
Dallas, makes pericdie checks of the building during the night-time
hours, to determine whether all doors are locked and .2ll lights out.

The portions of the first, secend, third snd fourth floors, not occupied -

by offices, are used for book storage, aze the eatire fifth, sixth and

seventh floors are used for book storage. The actual filling of orders
and packing of books for shipment takes place on the first floor of the

« buildingi -

During the period of December 2 through 5, 1963, all persons employed in

" this bullding were interviewed and the results of these interviews are set -

forth as followss . | = =

Mri Jack G. Ccson, President of the Texas School Book Depository, stated that

to his knowledge he had never scen Osweld: Amons Mr, Cason's duties is public
relations and he is away from the building much of the time in that capseiily..
On Hoverlber 22, 1963, Mz, Cason left the building at about 11:00 A.M: to mset
some friends who were arriving in town to attend his daughter's wedding
scheduled for November 23, 1953. Therefore, he vas oot in the building or in
the arca at the time of the assassination and had no knowledge of those evenis: -

- Mr. 0. V. Campbell, Vice-President of the Depository; advised that although he- " .

docs not have the title, he actually acts 25 office manager, takes care of the |

payroll, and does the hiring of office personnel. The office of this firm is
* located on the second f£loor of the building end the office personnel ha very

little, if any, contact with the warchouse employees, Mr. Campbell ccatinued

- that to his knowledge he had never known Oswald, and does not recall eve¥ beving
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~.intendent of Operations, haa been interviewed on ceveral cccasions between

lsﬂen him prior to the time Oswald's photogreph was shown on ‘..ele" sicn on”

the day of the shooting. A% the tine of the shooting,. I=. Campbell vas

“standing on the steps at the front entrance to the Depository Bullding,
“and was uneble to furniah any pertinent information conceraing the

~ assassinatlon.

{ 'Mr, Compbell continued that Osweld bad made no provi..ions for dispo_._i._cn
' of wages due him for the week of November 13, 19 G53. The actual emcunt due, -

after deductions, was $43.37, representing four and one-half dey's pay from -
Mounday, November 18, to noon on November 22, 1963. All of the varehcuce

' employees iacluding Oswald are normalls p‘n‘u in cash on a twice monthly

basis. On October 31, 1953, end on November 15, 1963, Oswald was paid
s10k.Lk1 iu caf'h, re-:resem.:.ng wages, less ﬁCduCu_Oﬂu, fcr those perilods,

On mccmbﬂr 3, 1953, lir. Campbell wote: & company checlk; 76052, in the

amount of $43.37 paysble to Mrs. Lee Parvey Oswald, and represeating full

payment due Oswald for his last wr.c.: of employment., Tais check was turned

over to Specizl Agent Willilam N. Carier, Secret Berviee, for delivery to "
u:s. Maripa Qsweld, widow, Mr, Campbell also furnished a copy of Osweld's
V-4 form which was executed on October 16, 1983, the first day of his cm-

plOy:J:eut T

. Mr, Roy 8, Truly, Director of the Texocs School Book Depository, and Super=

Hoverber 26 and December L4, 1463, I.L . Truly probably hod more coatact with
Ostaald than eny of the other employees at the Depository. |

M. ..ruly stated t.ho.‘u ngald's employment with this firm resulted from the

following eircumstances; On or about October 14, 1963, Mr. Truly received

@ telephoune call from a woman living in Irving, Texas, He had never heard
.o her prior to that time and did not reczll hcy name untll newspaper siories

c'ubse':y.mm; to the shooting on NNovember 22, 21963, mentioned a Mrs. Paine of

‘Irving, Texas, and he then recalled that .,he was ths vwoman £rom whom he hed

received the above-mentioned telephone call. Mrs, Paine stated that she had

'a. young man staying at her home who was unemployed, in neced of a job; and

whosge wife was expacting a child in the very near fu‘tw..re. irs, Paine con-

. tinued thet she had a neighbor whose brotlher, Wesley Frazier, worked at the
Depository, and Frazier had stated that he thau,:,ht there mi.;,hn be a job opea

at the Depository. _ :
M. Truly steted that he did need a tcmﬁorary order filler at that time aad he

i told Mrs. Paine to have her frisnd com:s dowa for an luterview. On the followe
. ing day, Cetober 15, 1963, Lee H. Oswzld came to Mr, Truly's office for an

interview at whieh time he told Mr. Truly that he was honorably dischsrged from  °

the U. 8. Msrine Corps, that he had never been arrested, or in aqy difficulty -

© with the _police, and that he was badly in need of e job. Mr. Truly decided. to

bhire Osweld and told him to report for work the following day, which wa _
Cetober 16, 1963. During the first few hours of hia emp:.oyz;.u.., Oswald. wor k.ed
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with other employees learning the job of order £illing and after thad worked,.
%y himself. Mr. Touly edded that Osweld was a very quiet person and ac-
complished his dutles in a satisfactory manner. Oswald was paid at the rate
of $1.25 per hour, worked a regulor day shift from 8:00 A.M, to 5:45 P.M.
five deys a week, and had never missed a day's work during the pericd of nisl
employment which ended at noon oa November 22, 1963. Oswald's duties re-

. quired that he, on cccesion, visit the warehouse areas of ell floors in the
© building including the 6th floor. Mr. Truly stated that sbout 12:10 P.IM. on

November 22, 1663, he and Mr. O. V. Caumpbell, Vice-President of the Depository,

o

walked out the front entrance to the building and stood at the bottom of the

| steps waiting for the Presidential motorcade to pass by. L@ continued that

the President's automobile passed his location at sbout 12:30 P.M., and a

moment later three shots reng out., Almost immediately, Mr, Truly sav a motors: .

cycle patrolman pushing through the crowd and heading for the entrance of the

; Depository Building. Mr. Truly ran inside the building with the patrolman,

who acked "Where is the stairway?" and Mr. Truly escorted him to the rear

5 stairwvay. As they passed the chaft for the two freight elevaetors, Mr. Truly

paused momentarily and, noting that ncither of the elevabtors was available,
he directed the way up the back stairway. A4s Mr, Truly sterted up the steir-

'+ way from the second to the third floor, he noticed that the patroluen was not

with him and, at the same time, he heard the patrolman gay something. K,

") Truly returned to the second floor and saw the patrolmen standing at the door-

“ pdditional infor_m:tion ezbout the corgpggix: and obteined from lr. Truly 1g set
"' forth as follows: The Texas Sphool ook

) g; way leading o the lunch room, with his pistol drewn and pointed at Osweld,’ «
i who was then just inside the lunch room near the doorway. The patrolman asked . .
-~ ' Mr. Truly if :he. worked in the building snd Truly replicd "Yes'. ; o

Then Mr. Truly and the patrolman continued up the back stairway to the fifth

+ Tfloor where they found an elevator and they rode the elevator to the seventh

floor. They procceded up a short stalrway to the door lesding out onto the :
rool of the building, where a quick examinstion was made of the roof-top area.
They then returned to.the seveuth floor, got in the elevator, and proceeded” .

s down, stopping briefly at each floo¢ to meke a hurried searchi When they =

errived at the first floor, there were numerous people about, many of them
_police officers. Shortly theresftes; Mr. Truly noticed that most of the
_ shipping end order room employces were congregated togetber in a group, &nd.

‘ibat’ Ogwald was not among them, IMr. Truly immedlately couveyed this informa- -

tiocn to one of the police officers.

* It is Mri Truly's recollection that, at the tims, he aud the patrolusn met
-Oswald &t the lunch roem door, shortly after the shooting, Oswald was dressed

. in light colored elothing &nd probably a T-shirs: - Sk
The above iaformation was [incorporated into a statement exe{z:ute:i by Mr. Truly. -

7 )

Depository operates another warehouse
located at 1917 N. Houston Street, Dalles, Texas, and at the present time,
{here are three men employed there, none of whom work at the building located
at 411 Elm Street.; These men are Mr. H. S. Aiken, foremasn, Bdward Shields, and
Frank Hestex. R T e M ATEE A R ISk = fagp oA
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' Employment in the shipping and order filling secticn, supervised by Mr.

Truly, varies secsonally. The normel number of eumployees is 13 or 1k, but
in Januery each year he hires about four exira perconnel for eix wecks to

4wo months. Then, again in June, he hires about ten to fifteen exira per-

sons for the swmmer months which is the busiest time for the company. In

late August and September most of these extra employees are dropped, How-
ever, about three to five of the extra employees ere kept oa during (}ctobf:r,
and then during the months of Noverber and December, employment drops to the
noral of about thirteen or fourteen. Oswald was hired as a temporary em-
ployec end probably would have been dropped within the next week or two after
November 22, 1963. ‘ : . !

Yr., Truly also edvised that the office of his firm usually employs about
. seventeen persons, aad that they sometimes hire an extra cne or two persons

during the swmrer months.

F

Evnloyees who work in the shipping and oxder £illing scetion do not punch a

“%ime card. Mr. William H. Shelley, the senior employee in that seciion, makes. ..

a visual check of those present and reports to Mr. Truly If anycne. does not
show up for work. - Attendance end employmeat records hed been seized by the, .
FBY and were not availeble for examination. ;

With regard to the boxes of hooks which were sitecked in s disorderly fashion ~
near the sixth floor windoWw from which the chots were fired, Mr. Truly advised

that several of his regular employees were engaged in laylng s new plywood £loor

ou the sixth floor, and had temporarily moved these boxes of books to clear an - -

" ares in which they were working.

Vi, Truly was'q_uestioaed. gbout the identity of the first lew enforcement offigér Sl

to reack his bullding after tbhe shooting =nd nhe stoted that, to his krowledps,
the first officer to enter the building was the motoreycle patrolmen whose

.+ activities were previously deseribed in this report. This officer has been

identified as Patrolmen M. L. Daker, Dallas Police Depariment, and a copy of

‘his statemeat was cbtained. Hes further stated thet no one contacted him re- .
;garding security measures prior to the visit of the President to Dallss.

-

partment, was interviewed on December 2, 1963. He actus a5 foreman of that
section although he does'nct have the title. Mvr. Shelley is 37 years of age,:

. -and he lives at 126 8, Tatum'Avenue, Dallas, telephone FZ 7-1969, He has
‘. been employed by the Texas School Book Depusitory continuously since October -

" Mr, Shelley furnished the information that Oswald worked directly under his

supervision, that he normelly spoke to QOswald three or four times a dey con-
cerning the work, but that he had never had any socisl conversation or any
assceiation outside of working bours with Oswald. He continued that Oswald

was alweys at work on time, pever missed a day’'s work, end thet he learnsd the. .

Pt

- operctions of his job faster thau any other nuw employee they hed hired.

~
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Shelley contipued that Ocweld never took part in conversations with thr_:
other employees and appeared to want to be left zlone, Oa the day of the
shooting Mr, Shelley last saw Oawald at cbout 11:50 A, et which times
Osvald wes working at his uozmal dubies og the first floor, It is Ms,
Shelley's recollection that Oswald was wearing kheki trousers'and a T-chird,

The other employees of the shipping and erder filling department vere inter-
viewed apd the informstion obiained from them is set forth as-follows;

Eddie Piper, 3402 Munger Avenue (telephone TA 1-2190), Dellss, employed es
4 jenitor, and normally works from 10:00 A.M, to T7:00 or 8:00 P.M, Piper

. stoted that he had pever becomz closely acuuainted with Osweld, although he

had occasion to see him meny times cach day in connection with their work,
At about 12:00 noon on November 22, 1663, Piper last saw Oswald on the first
floor and at that time Oswald said, "I'm going up to each lunch", Piper
stated that he ate lunch on the first floor and was still on that floor et
the time of the shots, that he looked up at the clock, and it was 12:25 P.M,
Piper did not see Oswald again, :

Charles D. Givens, 37 Cochrane Street, Dallas, telephone RI 2-4%670, has been
employed at this Tirm for gbout two months os & geperal laborer. EHe had never

. had any contact with Gowald other than to =ay "hello". On KNovember 22, 1963,

1

Givens, along with other employeecs working oan the sixth floor, was laying the -

" new plywood floor., Givens stated that he saw Oswald on the sixth floor at
- ebout 11l:45 A.M, on that date, and ihat Osweld was carrying a clipboard that

appeared to have some orders on it. Givens felt thet Oswald was looking For

 pome books to fill an order, which is his job, end did not give the matter

" floor,”

“Turther thought. - Shortly, theréafter, Givens and the other employees worlking

on the floor-laying projest quit for luach and they ook both elevators.

" They were racing the elevators to the first flcor and Givens heard Oswald call

to them to send one of the elevetors beck up. It is Givens' recollectioa that

" Oswald-wes wearing a browa shirt, when he last saw him.  After Givens ate lucch,''

ke left the building and wag Several blocks awsy at the time the shooting took

. '_ place,  He had gone to visit a friend who is employed at a nearby parking lot.

Billy Nolan Lovelady, 7722 Bune Drive, Dallas, stated that he bas bsen employed
with this firm for about two yeers as a stock men. He stated that he never got
to know Oswald, that he was not friendly, was a wise guy, end e loner, and thag
he, Lovelady, decided to let him alone and not try to get friendly with him.
The other employees usually pley deominoes during their lunch pericd afier they
have eaten, bub Oswald:never showed any interest ia taking part in the games,
On November 22, 19563, Lovelady last saw Oswald et about 10:C0 A.M., although
Lovelady was in one of the elevators coming down Irom the sixth floor at gbout
noon and' be heard Oswald ack them to seud one of the elevators back up. Love- |
lady was one of the employees working ou the floor-layiagz project oan the sixth

/ Daniel Garcia Arce, 1502 Eennett Street, Dellas, telephone TA 1-325¢, has Teen

empioyed Ior about three months as a general laborer. He had never become well-
acquainted with Oswald, although he kuew him by name. On November 22, 1963,

>
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Wiallizan NG arter end Arthur W. Blake ofthe U. * SCret oeIV1CC,

I live at 4932 Jace _J“ve, Dall Pexas, are 1o a Direcior of the Texas Sch
Book D\._’DOS""C“““[ and I am oi Operations. Ihave been exi-
sloyeé with this 1

Dallas; Texzs.
for many years by Mr. D. Haroid r,-y*_""
Mz. Byzd is now 2 retired Army Colone
the Texeas School Book Depository sin
and is not 2 part of any governmental zge
is a business involved in t..;. ship
publishers to schools in Texas .:rr;. othe:

st night except for a company jenitor wi s until sbout 7 or 8 P.M. doing
jenitorizl work, When he leaves, ke locks & 3 "’éinﬁ. From Sunday through
J = -

I Maintenance Ccmp.._- x
g during the evening hours

Thursday, two employees oi the
1901 Laws Street, Dillas, comex
and do janitorial work in the puslishers oifices a.nd toilets on the second; third,
and fourth floors. After they leave ihe building is locked and unoccupied.. The
Smith Detective Agency and Nightwatch Service of 610 Noxth Akaxrd, Dallas;
makes 2 pericdic check of the building during the night time hours to determine
if the dooxrs are locked and the lights are shut oif.

podle

With regard to the employment by this fizm of Lee Haxvey Oswald, the following
circumstances fook place on oxr zabout Octcber 14, 1963. I received a telephone
call from 2 woman whose name I did not recogniz that Bime. She told me
that she lived in Irving and that she had & you n sizying at her home in need
of a job and his wife was expecting ince the assassination of
the President on November 22, 1963, zad the subsecuent mentioning of Mrs,
Payne of Irving, I now reczll that she was the woman whoczlled me zbout a

job fer her fra.evzd During my tclephone conversation with Mrs. Payne, she
told miethat she had a neighbor whos\.—. brother was employed at the Texas School
Book Depository end who had stated that there might be a job opening at this
firm, I told Mrs. Payne to have her Iriend 1o come down for an interview

znd on the following day, pzobably October 15, 1963, Oswald came to my office
and at that time told me that he was an honorably discharged veteran of the U. S.
Mazrine Corp and had never been arrested or in any difficulty with the police

2nd needed a job very much, He filled out an zpplication stating he was an
honozrably discharged Marine,

The work load at my fizm varies seasonebly and since I did necd extra tem-
porzry kelp at that time, I hired Mr. Oswzld and I told Mr. Oswald that I
had nothing but a temporary job to offer him and he accepted. The job of
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" employees lc—.a‘:nmg :he job xoutine z.A-c’. then worked by himself filling orders.
Oswald appeared to be & quiet type of person and did his work satistaciorily.
It did not appear to me that he associzted te any extent with any or the other

3 i ¥ tire

employees. Oswald was paid at the rate of $1.25 pexr hour duxr :'.g t-e e.:'“
pexiod of ais employment. He worked 2 reg o

2 week and to my knowledge never missed 2 day's work.

With regard to the evenisof Novembesr 22, 1953, at ebout 12:10 P. M., I wallkced
cutside to the front of the building with Mz, O. V. Camgpbell, Vice-President
of this firm, and we stood directly in front of the building entrance until the
Presidentizl motorcade passed by whick was close o 12:30 P. M. Iheaxd

who I believed to be a motox

three shois fired and moments iz

)
cycle policerman came runming up i entrance of the building, and I
accompanied him inside. He ask yol

ed me sormething about the location of the
tothe rear of the building. V- & pausead

stzirway, and I zccompanied him
momentarily by the freight elew. o Bul S
we ran up the back stairway tothe secon
stairway to the third flocxr when I notice
znd I heard him say something. I then went back
standing near the entrznce to the lunch room, «nd he had drawn his weapon.
Just inside the lunch room door, Lee Oswazld was: standing and the oificer
was facing him,. At that timme, the officer zsked me if this man worked here
to which I replied, ''yes', The officer and I then proceeded to the stairway
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na :ound that he was

and continued on up to about the Zifth floor where I noticed a freight elevator.
We rode the freight elevator up to the s-:-;ve:‘.;}: floor and ran upa liitle stair-
way to 2 small penthouse which had a door opening on to the rooi. We made

a guick examination of the rooi-iocp arez an:‘ the officer over the lot below.
We stopped momentarily on the other floors for = quick look and then returned
to the first floor.

By this time, there were numerous people including police oificers on the
first floor of the building. A few minutes after returning to the first floor,
I noticed officers taking the names and addresses of the varicus people in
the building, At that time, meny of the sh i-.: ing and oxrder room boys were
standing in one location, and I noticed thzt Lee Oswzald was not among the
group. Therefore, Inotified the zuthorifies that this boy was missing.

To the best of my knowledge when the police ofn.cer and I encountered O=wald
in the lunch room on the second floor right after “he shooting, Oswald was
wearing light colored clothing and probably = tee shizt.
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I have read over this statement, znd it is true fo the best of my knowledge.

-’J:..}-'/j’ f\/} el "“"'/{’“"4/

Roy Sansom T

Taly :j'“‘

Subscribed 2nd sworn ito before mre this
4th éay of December, 1963.

oy s
“Auth., Title 5, Sec. 93 Uscy

/.,/ L s / ( gl WITNESS: ( Bl

BlLe

‘\-‘-:s

W'LJ..L"am\ Cazrter, Snem Agent
U. S. Secret Service U. 8. Secret Service

Axthur W. B_e_ce, ...pec_ 1 Agent




