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I. DESCRIPII(N OF SUSPECTED ASSASSIN AS ORIGINALD! g;
BRCADCAST BY DALLAS POLICE DEPARTMENT AT 12:45 P l.,,
NOVEVEFER 22, 1963, ANN SEARCH OF TEXAS SCHOOL BOOK

DEPOSITORY BUILDIRG

The Presldent's Commission on the Assassination of
President KESNEDY in letters dated November 2, 1964, and - =
Ncvenber 18, 1964, advised that the Commission believes that
it might be desirable and useful to develcp informatica that
was not gygtilable at the time of the preparation of the BRI ,
Comnission’s report in regard to the precise sources of the -~
description of the suspected assassin broadcast over the . .
Dallas Police Department radio network at 12:45 p.l..vk¢fff‘_ ’”“
(November 22, 1963), P ‘

The C-mmission further noted that it would also T
be of fnterest to know whether the police or other law T
enforceunent officers searching within the building (Texas -
Schonl Book Depesitory) were ever notified that the shots
had come from the window identified by BRENNAN (HOWARD BRENNAK).

The f£cllowing investigation was conducted by Special
Agent RICHARD J. BURNETT:

Sheritt J, E, (BILL?:ECKER, .Dallas C(‘un‘y Shgg:l.i_t-'__l_f_
Otfice, Dallus, Texas, advised on December 14, 1064, that :
he was in tbe lead car of President KENNEDT'S caravan at the

time of the arszssination on November 22, 1963, ﬁq&,,,,y{\w,_ffﬁ

When ‘he shooting occurred, the <a ar he was in
proceeded directily to Farkland Hospitsl ard upon arrival he =
tmmediately cbtained a ride back to the scene of the crime, 7~‘«
Upon his‘arrival back at the assassination site, he crdered
bis deputies to immedjately start a searck of the Texss School
Book Depositery btmilding in order to see if they cculd lccate
the iadivid:iel responsible. He had the depatlies sys’emati»ally
start 8 search cf the building and they were diirg €0 when -
Deputy Chief LUUPKIN of the Dallas Police Department arrived at

- the buildipng aud took cbarge of the search ef the bulilding, = -
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o 8her 1£f DECKER stated that the search o! the ik

buildlng was of the entire building and not specifically :} -
of the sixth flcor until the spent bullet cartridges vereng”
located on thsi floor, Then, upon the completion of that
part of the sesrch looking for the sssassin, the search
was concentrated on the sixth floor fcr the yurpose o! i
locating eviderce, ~ e i:

HOYARD LESLIE PRENNAN, 6814, ¥Yoodard, Dallu,
Jexas, advised ¢n December 14, 1964 that he 1: the same
BOWARﬁ\QgENNA! vho has appeared before the President's & - ' . °
Commisside cn Lhe Assassination of President KENNEDY where EEN R
he furnished information as an “eyewitness" to the assassination
of the late President. ; o i s :

BRENVAN stated that the nssassination occurred at 3:;
approximately 12:31 p.m. on the afterncon of November 22, .
1963, He ststed that upon witnessing some unknown person
firing a gun out of the southeast corner window on the sixth
floor of the Texas School Book Depository building, he :
immediately went to an unknown Dallas police officer standing v
at the corner of Elm and Houston Streets and requested the o
officer to get him either an ¥BI Agent or a Secret Service
Agsnt, He was tben taken to Mr, SORRELS, a Secret Service yﬁ.w
Agent, who was in a car parked 1n front of the Texas Bchool
Book Depository. - e e e

' RREXNKAN stated that besides SORRELS, there vas an s
unknown Dallas police officer and another unknown man preseat .
when he related to SORRELS what he had just witnessed and ‘~-i"
furnfshed SCRRELS with a doscription of the mau be had seean ln
the sixth ficor window o! the Texas Scbcol Book Deposltory e
building, . o L b ,

| BRENNAN estimates that be was talking to SORRBLS
apd turnisbiwg thia description at approximately 12 40 p.-

'h‘le talking to SORRELS, BRENNAN saw two Negrc~~
ycuits leavirg the Texas School Book Depcsitory building and
he immediotely recognized them as the same two men he had seen &
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= looking out of a fifth story window of the Depository~'”
. buildine just beneath and to the west ¢f the sixth floor
window where the unknown person was shooting at President

KENVEDY, Ee bad seen these two young men lookierg out this ™’

£ifth floor wirdow just prior to the shots being lired 1rony

the sixth flczr, ; ; g

BRENNANX atated that ¥r. SORRELS had the two men
stopped and crdered them taken to the nearby Dallas Ccunty
Sheriff's Office to be interviewed, BRENNAN stated that hO’te
then sccompanied SORRELS to the Sheriff's ottice where be L
furnished a stalement to a deputy. S AT S

' BRENNAR remarked that he could not ldentify the i
Dallas police officer who was present when he turnished hll o i
description ¢f the suspected assassin. . ; , Lo

J. mmmzﬁymmn, Inspector, Police Department,
Dallas, Texas, sdvised on Decémber 15, 1964, that he was the T i
Zirst otlicial of the Dallas Police Department to arrive tt T

the Texas S8chcol Prok Depository (TSBD) building after tlm
assasslnation on November 22, 1963, , Bl

ad:

SAYYER stated that he immedlately set up a conmand e
post in front ¢f the TSBD building and crdered the building f»&%
+ B8esled off, He pooled officers from his department ard local
A Dz11a2s County Dcruty Sheriffs 1nto search teAms aad ordered
i s search of the ares, e :

‘ Shcrtly thereafter, Deppty Chief GEORGE L LXMPK!K
"arrived at the scene and took over the resp/asibility nf tte
‘search ol the interior of the TSBD buildlrg.‘g;a,

lnspeﬁtOt SBAWYER stated that it is ale- st Jwp ésible ;_‘5
to deSﬂribe the confusion and cOmmotion at the sreze cl the" o
assagsination shen he arrived.,'; Lt

o While n front of the TSED bu!ldlng, » midile aged = n o
vhite wan wan breught to him who had reperledly seen the »ec«‘*
’vnkncvn suspect five shots from a Wind'l ca eifher the Iitth

vww"‘&'/
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or sixth flocr of the TSBD building. SAWYER does no‘ lnovéw
who tbis man was, did not take down his name, nor can he
fidentify him at this late date, However, SAWYER recalls
tbat this man vanted to speak to a Secret Bervice Agent.
S8AVIER recalls that this unknovn vhite -an .
furnished a description of the assassin as a white -ale,~
thirty yecars ¢f sge, five feet ten inches tall, and about
one-tundred and sixty-five pounds. This description wvas
ggrn;z:ed in the presence of secret Service Agent YORREST V.
RRE : Sl

SAWYER stated that he immediately cxlled this
description into the Dallas police dispatcher and it was . S
inmediately broadcast over the police network, ‘,ww'k:">~:“

SAVYER continued that only one other yerson was oo o
brought to him vho had reportedly seen the assassin., This
perscn was & yourg Negro boy mamed EUINS., However, upon :
tolking to this youth, it was determined that the boy could
n.t describe the suspect, not even to the detail as to v
whether the person he had seen was a white man or a Negro,

SAYYER added that it was the description he had
obtained frca the unknown white man at the scene of the
_ | assassination that was broadcast over the psosiice radic at
T | sppreximately 12:45 p.m., November 22, 1263; the first S Ee
dessripticn ¢f the suspect to be put oat by the Dallas Pcllce““”“ ;
Depatiment, . R ; :

l . e - ;—' b ‘;” -

It 13 noted that Volume VII, ragea 332 1f 340 tt
the Presidezt's Commission on the Assazzfratirs cf Presidezs
EKEYREDY repcrt, sets forth the testimory ¢f FCRRESI ¥, SORREL8,<
8 Secret Service Agent assigned to Dalles, Iex;s.;c,g

. A review of this testimony iadicates that wr.
SCRRELS, whe wis in the lead car of Presidert KENNEDY's -
prisrcade, proveeded directly to Parklat4 Bospital frem thes

scene of the sssassination, He did not go 1nto tbe b'spiltl E
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but inmediately tnok a police car back to tbe Tox;a B»hool
Book Depositery building. SORRELS entered the back dror ot
the Texas S8chool Book Depository, spoke to Mr. TRILY,
mansger of the Texas School Brok Depository, ard them -
prcceeded out the front door of the buildinsg. PRe 1n1uired
as to whether anyone had seen anytbing at which time BOWARD
BRENNAN vau pointed out to him, .

SORRELS, besides speaking to BREFNAN, talked with

) & young KNegro boy named EUINS who was & witsess, but the
' youth could not describe the assassin even as to vhether ho :
was Negro or white, : S RO

BORRELS accompanied both ERENWAN and nuxus to tnomffgﬂf%
“Dallas County Bheriff's Qffice. bl

e P A - '»’:.v.,f'l'f ',

Volume XIX, page 470, of the President's Commission sl
on the Assassination of President KENNEDY repsrt, preseuts T =
8 copy of the signed sworn statement of HOWARD LESLIE BRENNAN

given on November 22, 1963, at the Dallas Csuaty Sheriff's . -
Office, which records what he had seen at the assassiration = = .
scene, This statement is marked "Decker Exhibit #5323" ' '

It 18 noted that this statement coa'uins & oo

d*evription of the assassin as furnished by PBRENNAN and

, wbich compares closely with that first brcadcwst bty the -

: D311ss Police Department at approximately 12:45 p.-.,,f
.7 Novewber 22, 1963, . : ) , jf

Deputy Chiet GEORGE BA%E;;PKIN, Se:vlce Dlvisicn,
Police Departimenf, Dallas, Texas, advised om Jaiusry S, 1965,
that he was the responsible pollce offizer 11 «h2rge ! the .
irterior search of the Texas School Bock Deposit-ry bulld)ng
shortly after the assassination of Preside -t KLVNEDY €« -
Nﬂvember 22, 1963, ‘ SRS L

~ Chief LOMPKIN arrived at the Texts S:bvcl B tt .
Depasitory bullding shortly after the shootisg, biwever, he
caosact exactly state the time of his arxival gt ;hg bui!dlng;
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