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5. “Interview: Mr. Sawyer was interviewed by staff Investigator PR Ty

Basteri at his restaurant, Jan S Coffee Shop, located.

He has owned and Operated ,

doseph J.

at 3254 IrV1ng Boulevard, Dallas, Texas.

this restaurant s1nce ‘“his’ retlrement from.the Dallas Police Depart-

ment 1n 1967. Sawyer recalls that on.November 22, 1963 he was.

N .

qf“ a551gned to be‘ln charge of a detall of ‘men on the upper portlon_a';

A.feW'mlnutes after the Pre51dent -;ﬂo

"!"' =t ‘ . s ~ ..‘.. .
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t

of the Pres1dent1al Motorcade.;
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had passed hlm, he heard over the radlo that shots were flred from.” %

‘ .
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the Texas School Book DepoSLtory. Sawyer, who held the rank of N

Q

: ) 2 : , e,
Inspector,_lmmedlately rushed to thlS bulldlng and had 1t secured.rﬁ.f
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Sawyer did not personally interrogate these

v dld look llke hobos. Sawyer did remark

e . riter had called him challenging several

detalls o

.three hobos.

he police of ficer had. Sawyer's answer to ks

on for an

7and a hearing dev1ce t

- the writer was that the hearing device was in fact cott

ear infection the police.officer_had. This fact was documented
quirement the DPD

- by Staff Investigator Harold Rose. The only re

E they must be black and thi

g officer was b
| .f. :::' ~~
PD requlres ‘only that officers must 3f

" makes as to shoes is tha

- wearing black shoes.. Lastly, D
' be armed with'a 38f6alihre or more gun. This officer was armed

on weapon for Dallas

.....

Wlth a 45 automatlc Wthh 1s not an uncomm

police officers. Thls pollce offlcer was later identified as .

Marvin Wise..

. 3 - Although Sawyer was;picked to head the unit investi-

gating the 0perat10nal securlty 1nvolv1ng the transfer of Lee

Harvej Oswald,ehe had very 1little to do with 1t as he was hospi-

talized a week'after it was formed. SaWyer did state that he was -;f?ﬁf
. kept well apprlsed of" ‘the progress of the‘investigation and did

#e O ,a551st Captaln Baker whe prepared the final report on the conclusion

of the 1nvestlgatlon. Sawyer had received perlodlc information :;:7§}

from.hls men and after readlng all reports submitted concernlng . EhE

the 1nvestlgatlon,,he'was p031t1ve that the shooting of,Lee‘Harvey 'Qiii’

Oswald by Jack Ruby'was not planned because of'the_following | SR <l

. reasons: | | . | e
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. SaWYer Interview | Page three “"

\ 1. Ruby was tol.d by Karen. "Little Lynn" Bennett to ¥
o ‘. | mail her the Western Union mon"ey”order by 11 AM on ;-.‘.
e November 24th.

; - . 2 . Ruby was attracted by' the crowd he saw‘m'illing out- ;'f
h | side the Main Street'.ramp.' ‘

h"« 3. The 'arinored car got stuck in the Commerce Street ramp ir
r forcing Lt.. Pierce's auto to exit out Main Street ramp iy

agai.ns{t-. traffic ,‘ caus.ing Police Officer Roy Vaughn to - .. .. ..

leave'.his post momentarily enabiing Ruby to enter the j *;»

basement through the unguarded ramp. ' PR

4, Ruby' had entered the basement at almost the precise | *

moment that Oswald was brought down. According to

Sawyer; there was no way that Ruby could have timed ,..

: thls SO perfectly., as no one knew the exact time Oswald

“ would be brought down sawyer stated that to his ;

SR kn_owledge no one had objected to this unit belng | l“.;f

| forrned aﬁ'd'-' it was termlnated only after the . investiga- _:"

- Ry,

tlon had been fully completed. 2““

As a L:Leutenant, Sawyer was in charge of the Vice -;;;‘:.;,.;_._:‘.:;3

v ae
h -
]

Squad and as such'-.'came to know Ruby quite well. He had heard - '. w%

| Yumors that Rubf was connected with mob figures while in Chicago,
~ but nothing: ha"s: ever come to his attention to prove this rurnor. l;.::«

.".55 v Sawye‘r had als'o.heardtha"t‘ Ruby had to leave Chicago because of a %j,,
‘ dlspute he had w:n.th “the Chicago mob. sawyer further stated that ’-:\

he was not aware that any orgam.zed criminal element exerted any [

\strong :Lnfluence in the city of Dallas. The only group. to his ,*_*'
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.page four

sawyer Interview
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AR

knowledge' that could be loosely classified as organized crime .
4

was the Lois Green outflt. Dallas, continued Sawyer, was rela-

wn with the minimum of crime or corruption.

5
|

';tively'a clean to

AT o)
B '\.'
vy
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Saﬁyer admits that i

;, . 1 S, i
"\ pallas had more than its share of slot machines, bookie parlors, il

.-gambling establishments and a certain part of the city was de31g— *ﬁ?

" nated. as the "red light district.”

Wwith the advent of World War Two, Dallas was deemed e
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off limits by the armed services until the city fathers could ol
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and he formed a Specxal Service Bureau to clean up the-V1ce,. e

.narcotlcs and gambllng that: was flourlshlng in the 01ty George

Lumpkin was the captaln in charge of this unit. Sawyer was a

JFK Collection} ™

f -
.clean up the 01ty. Carl Hanson was appointed. Chief of Police N e
lieutenant in headlng the vice squad under Lumpkln. During thais
'clean;up campaign, Wthh took several years toO fully clean up }

'Dallas, Sawyer stated that in no way was Ruby's name ever. linked

awith this criminal element;: Sawyer attributed the cent:ol of ’ {gg

i e
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gambling, in the forties, in the control of Benny Binion, Harrxy :fﬁ?

Urban and Lloyd'Sinclair. Lois Green and his group were known | 'ggé
;to concentrate mostly'on safe jobs; narcotics and prostltutlon. ﬁ%ﬁ

| They'would frequently'meet in the office of Harry Hoxsey, and Sawyer .
- always suepected.that'theSe'meetings were to discuss narcotics | %%;
w0 and fencing stolen property“ , z&;
. Sawyer had 1nformed me that he had set up the In- ' g;%

telligence Unit for the Dallas Pollce Department and also insti-
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tuted a filing system to properly record all pertinent facts.
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{2 police offi ' inci
2o, 3 P Ce€r’'s principle to reveal the name

“'HSCA (RG 233) .

1 . ion to var-

> 10UusS police offj;

: 1cers, but th % L

A r € information received was of little o
L e . - ' R S
5 z‘z lmpor tance - : t,.-_:-.'-‘- :
..'}‘&-’. | i S
ot P b 553
) ' Sawyer : e
s%§ wyer remarked that Ruby had come to Dallas in &5
x4 . D

. 'ﬂ

/

1N, koo U
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almos ’ i 5

C complete.  Ruby's name never came up at any time with regard: :

ﬂ!* - to ' 3 £ L n wmaes I : :
it Ruby's haylng'ever'been connected or associated with these crim- T
f?..!. . s @ | . y . ;. :::]
5. 1nal’ figures.- Sawyer always consj] ¥
Lot 4 : . - nS & N ST g
a Rt Y ldered Ruby as a small time night o
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.Rymportant than he wéé.“'thyks“places;'as well as other hight spots, . E&g

J

were well'éﬁpervised'by thé'vicé4squad;

"Reference copy , JFK ‘c.oilec.t'i.oh:

-
and it never came to his E%m.
attention that'RUBY‘ﬁdd.ﬁéde bribe payments to any Dallas police 1

officer. DO | o
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